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Other Important Dates 
• Purple Up! Day for Military Children –  

April 15, 2024 
• Teacher Appreciation Week - May 6-10, 2024 
• Department year-end reports - May 15, 2024 

Homeschooling groups are growing in 
popularity in the United States and there is an 
opportunity for us as the American Legion 
Auxiliary to engage with these students and 
their families.  
According to the National Home Education 
Institute there were about 3.1 million 
homeschool students in 2021-2022 in grades 
K-12 in the United States (roughly 6% of 
school-age children).  
There were about 2.5 million homeschool 
students in spring 2019 (or 3% to 4% of school-
age children) [note 1]. The homeschool 
population had been growing at an estimated 
2% to 8% per annum over the past several 
years, but it grew drastically from 2019-2020 to 
2020-2021. 
With the increase of homeschool students and 
a need for students to connect with civics  
education, community service opportunities 
and a flexible schedule, our units can be a 
valuable resource for them.  
For more information on homeschooling and 
how to find groups near you, check out these  
resources: 
National Homeschool Association 
www.nationalhomeschoolassociation.com 
Homeschool.com (to locate groups near you) 
www.homeschool.com 
Homeschooler’s Network (to find a network in 
your area) 
www.homeschoolersnetwork.com 
 
 

 

Thank you for all your hard work 
judging the scholarships!! Below is 
this years number of scholarships 
received. 

• Children of Warriors National 
Presidents’ scholarship – 1,060 

o Up from 864 last year 
• Non-Traditional Student – 92 

o Up from 12 last year 
• Spirit of Youth – 81 

o Department winners will 
receive $1,000 this year! 

o 35 departments are 
represented. 

Winner will be notified via US Postal 
Service in early May and will also be 
posted on our website 
at https://www.legion.org/scholarships. 
 

http://www.homeschoolersnetwork.com/
http://www.homeschoolersnetwork.com/
https://www.legion.org/scholarships


 American Legion Auxiliary 
National Education Monthly Newsletter 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education Committee 
Contact Information 

 
National Chairman 
Starr Purnell, Department of Maryland 
C: (443) 235-3112         sapcmjustice@comcast.net  
 
National Vice Chairman  
Kristen McLaughlin, Department of Ohio 
(440)781-1327  Kll721@yahoo.com 
 
Committee Member  
Lauren Lloyd, Department of District of Columbia  
(210) 789-4203  laurenloyd@gmail.com 
  
National Headquarters Program Coordinator 
Kristin Hinshaw  
(317) 569-4556  Education@ALAforVeterans.org 
 
Central Division Chairman  
Karen Ripperger, Department of Iowa 
(515) 229-9597  kripperger@outlook.com 
 
Eastern Division Chairman 
Colleen Breen-Lopez, Department of New Jersey 
(973) 747-2284  njaladp2223@gmail.com 
 
Northwestern Division Chairman 
AnnaMae Warnier, Department of South Dakota 
(605) 237-1661  amwarnier@gmail.com 
 
Southern Division Chairman 
Peggy Monroe, Department of Tennessee  
(931) 284-9920  peggymonroe39@gmail.com 
 
Western Division Chairman 
Teresa Lugo-Nunez, Department of California 
(562) 201-1279  terrynun@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

 

 

For More Information 
 

● Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/ALAEducation/ 
● Email: Education@ALAforVeterans.org 
● Website: https://member.legion-
aux.org/member/committees/education 
● Twitter: @ALAforVeterans 
● LinkedIn: 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-legion-
auxiliary/ 

 

 

Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) is the 
national advocate for Purple Star Schools, a 
program that supports military-connected children 
as they relocate to new schools due to a parent’s 
change in duty station.  

Military children move every two to three years. 
The Purple Star School program is designed to 
help schools respond to the educational and 
social-emotional challenges military-connected 
children face during their transition to a new school 
and keep them on track to be college, workforce, 
and life-ready. Military-connected refers to 
children of service members on active duty, and in 
the National Guard and Reserves.  

MCEC is the nation’s most complete resource for 
states seeking to start a Purple Star School 
program. We stand ready to offer guidance and 
serve in a consultative role every step of the 
way. As of October 10, 2023, 38 states have 
received Purple Star School designation, and four 
states have proposed/pending legislation: 

  

Several of our Auxiliary Departments/Units are 
working with Purple Star Schools in their state. 

Check with your State Department of Education 
for Purple Star Schools in your area. 

Learn more about the Purple Star School 
programs in Texas, Tennessee, Virginia, Ohio, 
Arkansas, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Georgia (called Military Flagship Schools), and 
Indiana.  

https://www.militarychild.org/purplestarschools 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ALAEducation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-legion-auxiliary/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-legion-auxiliary/
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources
https://www.tn.gov/sbe/committees-and-initiatives/military-interstate-children-s-compact-tennessee-state-council--mic3-/pssa.html
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/student_family/military/va-psdp/index.shtml
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Ohio-Network-for-Military-Families-and-Veterans/Supporting-Ohio-s-Military-Families/Purple-Star-Award
https://ed.sc.gov/newsroom/purple-star-school/
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2020/05/11/schools-win-recognition-support-military-students-families
https://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Pages/PressReleaseDetails.aspx?PressView=default&pid=658
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