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Greetings from the President

Hello Everyone,

We had a great visit with our National President Pam Ray. We concentrated on her visit in Augusta and visited both the
Uptown and Downtown VA Hospitals. We were able to tour both Fisher Houses. There is one near the VA Hospital and one on
Fort Gordon. We also visited the Georgia War Nursing Home known as The Blue Goose. | want to thank District President
Phyllis Jones and the entire 11" District Legion Family for the hospitality. We had great food and great fellowship.

The National Legion Commander will be visiting Georgia beginning April 24" through April 26™. The Dinner for the National
Commanders visit on Friday, April 24, 2026, will be held at Post 42 in Cartersville, Ga. | will send out the remainder of the
agenda to the District Presidents for distribution.

I mentioned this in the last newsletter; however, | need to say it again. It’s getting to be that time of year again the so many
people hate. Reporting time. Please, these reports are important and show the folks coming behind us what we have
accomplished. Your scrap, prayer and history BOOKS are due to your DISTRICT Chairperson by April 15™. This will allow them
time to be judged prior to your District Convention which is held in May. After the judging and awards are presented, the
books will be given back to the Units who prepared them and the Unit is responsible for sending the books to the Department
Chairperson. All REPORTS are due to District and Department Chairpersons by May 1. All the reports forms are on our
Department website and should have been updated with the correct Chairperson’s contact information. All the Department
Chairpersons are listed on the Department website if you are not sure who to send to.

It’s time for your Units to be recruiting girls for Girls State. We are doing things a little different this year when it comes to
registration. Your Unit needs to register, and you will be provided with a code. This code will be given to the girls so that they
can register. If your Unit has not registered yet, please go to georgiagirlsstate.org and click on the Unit Information tab at the
top of the page. All the information you need is there. Also, when you send your check in for girls’ registration, please make
the check payable to Georgia Girls State rather than payable to the ALA Department of Georgia. Girls State has its own bank
account and it’s easier to track if the checks go directly into the Girls State account. Registration deadline is May 1.
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Greetings from the President, continued

This year the Legion is selling ads for the Convention Program. This is to try to offset the cost to the Legion. The plan was to sell
enough ads to cover the cost and have extra money to share with the Department. The ad order forms are on the Legion
website and will be on the Auxiliary website. The deadline for submitting ads is May 1.

Commander Michael Schwartz has a fundraiser as well. If he can raise $35,000.00 for his special project, he will shave off his
mustache. His project is Georgia Veterans Fund which benefits:

e Georgia VA Hospitals
e Georgia War Veterans Homes

Please remember Department Officer elections are at the June Convention. If you are interested in running for a Department
office, please let me know so we can post it on the Department website.

As always if you need my help in any way, please don’t hesitate to call, email or text. If | can’t answer my phone, please leave a
message and | will get back to you. It is an honor to serve as your Department President.

Gail Ramey
Department President
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Last Chance to Order 2025-2026
Department President Merchandise

There is still time to order

your merchandise to help

S ERIEAN
LEGION
AUXILIARY

support the Department LEGIGN

AUXILIARY

President’s Special Project!

Order Forms is
Available at:

Lapel Pin
ALADeptGA.com Department of Georgia
2025-2026
Port Authority® Ladies Port Authority® Women's
Silk Touch™ Polo 33 Each Soft Shell Jacket
Red Black
S-XLS $25 S-XLS $40
XXL-XXXL $28 XXL $42

XXXL $45
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First Vice President
Pam Eckler

Happy Spring everyone!

Itis so hard to believe Spring is here, but | will take it as | am tired of chilly weather.
The 2025-2026 Auxiliary year has flown by so fast, but we have accomplished some wonderful things and have
fallen on others.

Since most of you know how much | love membership | want to speak to this a little bit. For the last few years, our
membership has been decreasing. | realize several of our members passed away this year, but that does not
account for the hundreds of members we have lost. When | ask members what is going on in their units regarding
membership many have given me answers | did not want to hear. | heard words like bullying, bossy, disrespectful
and liars. Not words anyone really wants to hear. When | continued to ask more probing questions regarding the
use of these words, | quickly realized we have leadership issues. Leadership issues that start at the top and filter
all the way down to each, and every member. Leadership at the top of our organization must exemplify great
leadership traits, so our District and Unit leaders may follow. Department leadership must treat our organization
as a business, uphold our fiduciary duties towards our Department, and look at positions within our Department
as positions that need to be filled by the best possible candidates versus friends. | feel somewhere over the years
we have not followed our own training.

| can say your Department leadership is working towards upholding our duties to the best of our abilities, and we
will continue to work even harder. However, it is our Units’ leaders all members interact with on a regular basis.
So, for all our Unit leaders out there, | ask what is your “why?” Why did you join the American Legion Auxiliary in the
first place, and does your reason align with how you are leading your Unit? | hope all our Units leaders know by
now there is a book entitled the “Unit Guide Book.” This book is a valuable resource for all members to read,
especially Unit leadership. You can purchase this book from Flag and Emblem (www.emblem.legion.org) for a cost
of $9.99 plus tax and shipping. The other option is to go to our National website (https:https://member.legion-
aux.org/member/guides/unit-guide-book). If you print the Guide Book it will be approximately fifty pages, unless
you print on both sides of the paper.

This book discusses the roles and responsibilities of each Unit officer along with other informative and valuable
information. As an example:

“Duties of the Unit President The unit president should be familiar with the duties of all officers and committee
chairs and encourage and inspire them in their work. It is the responsibility of the president to see that all
officers are supplied with all available information and material from department and National Headquarters. The
unit president should preside at all meetings of the unit and the Unit Executive Committee and ® require adherence
to the Constitution and Bylaws, rules and regulations established by the National and Department Conventions,
National and Department Executive Committees, and the unit itself; ® appoint members of standing committees
and create other committees as necessary; and ® appoint all non-elected officers and perform all other duties
assigned to the office.” Although | have looked hard, nowhere in this book does it state a Unit President is the
“boss.” No where does it state a Unit President may tear up a resignation letter in front of their entire membership.
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First Vice President, Pam Eckler (Continued)

Nowhere does it state a Unit President can destroy transfer requests. If your leadership is bullying you,
disrespecting you, or telling you false information, you do not have the right leader in place. No one, and | mean no
one, should ever feel bullied or disrespected, as we are all volunteers and we do not need to tolerate this behavior.
To all the unit leadership reading this, ask yourself why you want to be a leader. If your reasoning is to be a boss,
have a title, or to share your Unit’s information with others outside your Unit, you are in the wrong organization!

| realize some of you might find my comments distasteful and that is OK, but my comments are true. Our
organization, our Department, Districts and Units will cease to exist if we do not start showing our members
kindness and respect. We need to help each other and pick each other up, versus kicking each other when we are
down. It is simple if you think about it! There is not one relationship that exists that does not experience some sort
of conflict whether itis a friendship, marriage, or business relationship. It takes compromise and listening skills to
make any relationship work. So, instead of tearing up a resignation letter, why not ask the person if everything is
OK, and see if you can help? In other words, treat people how you would want to be treated until you are given a
reason not to do so.

If we are going to survive, we need to focus on empowering others, acting with integrity, and embracing resilience
to drive positive change.

| look forward to seeing all of you at our Department’s June Convention, so we can make positive changes,
celebrate our great accomplishments, AND have some much needed and deserved fun.

Pam Eckler
1**Vice President/Leadership Chair
(670) 780-8622
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Chaplain
Kelli MclIver

Chaplain’s Chatter

Greetings, Team Georgia.

As we kick off Military Child Month, please pray for all military families, especially those who have lost a family
member.

Recognizes that military children "serve" alongside their parents through changing schools, support networks,
and periods of separation.

Dear Lord, | pray for the children of military members. Be near those who are missing their deployed parent and
help them understand that their parent loves them, even if they are far away. Bless them with an abundance of
love and support, and calm any fears they have about their parent.

Kelli Mclver

Chaplain

American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Georgia
mciverkelli@gmail.com
(478) 396-4618
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Poppy Chair
Cathey Hedges

The Poppy Page

Every Day is Poppy Day

The National Poppy Committee has released a new fundraiser to benefit Honor Flights. An attached flyer
provides the details. The 5K does not have to be completed all at one time. You can work on it over several times
(just complete the necessary 3.1 miles). Make your $25.00 to your Unit or the Department of Georgia, put on
your walking shoes, wear your poppy pins or any poppy fashion items, and get moving with your

friends. The requirements must be completed on National Poppy Day- May 22nd.

THE REGISTRATION LINK National Poppy Day Virtual 5K can be found on the ALA National Poppy Facebook
Page (Click Here).

There has been confusion over the changes in “The Poppy Financial Report Form”. The price of poppies was
increased and the Department of Georgia Executive Committee voted to allow the units retain the 25% of
donations that were sent to the Department in the past. The information was provided in the fall newsletter and
to District Presidents to share. In order to keep current with our National organization guidelines, the
Department website was updated. The “Forms” section will assure members have the correct committee chairs
to send reports to. The website is more user friendly and provides much information needed for exploring our
programs. Please go online to check out our website.

May is the month we celebrate everything poppy. It is also the birthday of The Poppy Lady Moina Michael
(May15). Let’s get out in the community and host Poppy Distribution Days. Share the wonderful story of this
“Miracle Flower” and how it benefits our veterans.

Thank you, . . . .
Click the Picture for more information

Cathy Hedges ==AMERICAN

Poppy Chair LEG ION
Department of Georgia AUXILIARY
(770) 597-8667

cathy4hedges@gmail.com National POppy Day

Page 6 of 18


https://legion-aux.formstack.com/forms/2026_national_poppy_day_virtual_5k
https://legion-aux.formstack.com/forms/2026_national_poppy_day_virtual_5k
https://legion-aux.formstack.com/forms/2026_national_poppy_day_virtual_5k
https://legion-aux.formstack.com/forms/2026_national_poppy_day_virtual_5k
https://www.legion-aux.org/Blog/Ready,-set,-poppy!-The-ALA-is-launching-a-virtual

Georgia On My Mind — Department of Georgia Auxiliary News April, 2026

Interim Secretary
Susan Hall

April has arrived and time is flying by fast.

We are planning now for the 2026 Department Convention scheduled to be held in Duluth GA June 26 — 28 2026
at the Sonesta Gwinnett Place Atlanta. (Sneak peek, the Mid-Winter Conference 2027 will be in Savannah!) The
Department Executive Committee Meeting -Thursday, 25 June 2026 at 6:00 PM.

OBLIGATIONS: The Department asks that units submit both mandatory and voluntary obligations as soon as
possible. This helps the department distribute funds accordingly. For the Units who have not paid, Let’s Get it
done!

| hope everyone is keeping track of all the excellent work their Units have done for the 2025-2026 reporting cycle.
May 1 is the due date for reports! Send your reports to your District and the Department chairperson. See the
website and your district presidents for contact information. District Presidents would like to see 100% reporting
sent tom Department. Let’s report all the incredible action GEORGIA is taking!

| am happy to serve as the interim secretary supporting the department during its transition until the DEC
completes the hiring process. Please reach out to me for any questions you may have.

Membership is at 83.61% and GA is in 41* place. Please keep processing and submitting your transmittals
online! KEEP SPREADING THE WORD about all the excellent work we do serving our Veterans through our
members. Membership is what keeps us going.

| prepared the poppies to ship —you should receive them soon! Hey - recruit members at your unit Poppy
fundraising drives. We cannot wait to see Units out having poppy drives to help our Veterans programs. Send
pictures!

There are some reminders below and a list of forms. Please submit them on time.
Thank you, unit leaders and members, for all you do!

Susan Hall

678-289-8446

« secamlegaux@bellsouth.net
Personal: 508-944-0791
«Suem 66@yahoo.com
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Interim Secretary, Susan Hall (Continued)

Unit to do list:

Membership Dues: 2026 Dues should be paid by now!

FORMS AND MORE FORMS - see the list below.

Plans for Children & Youth Activities (April)

Poppy Distribution in May!

Reporting Plans - confirm who is doing what! DUE MAY 1.

Volunteer Hours: RECORD & REPORT!!! PLEASE! We want to see all your hours on your member reports that
flow up through the units to the districts to the department.

Compliance Items: Is your unit IRS 990 submitted? Check your fiscal year and stay in compliance.

Did your unit send a copy of the unit your IRS 990 form to the State of GA revenue division? YEP! That’s a
State Law!

[] Did the unit renew with the Georgia Secretary of State for this year? The renewal was supposed to be
completed on April 1.

O OOoogdo

Now is the time to gather everything and get ready for your unit & district annual meetings! Don’t forget to
add to your list of things to do to have the unit vote for delegates to your district and the department
conventions.

Please submit the forms on time!

REQUIRED UNIT FORMS: These forms are due to the Department each year as noted below. You will find thes
forms on the website: https://www.aladeptga.com/resources/forms The links provided below were accurate as
of April 11 and if you click on them, the file will likely download directly to your pc rather than open in the
website. See the website if you have issues:

Unit Obligation & Contribution Form 2025-2026 (Due April 1 2026)

Unit Officers Yearly Form 2026-2027 (Due June 3 - after Unit elections)

Unit Data Form 2027 (for Unit membership cards) (Due June 3)

Poppy Financial Report (Due June 15 & Dec 15)

Unit Dues Rate Change Form 2026 (Due May 1, 2025).

REQUIRED DISTRICT FORMS: This form is due to the Department by June 10. The outgoing and incoming
District President should collaborate and make sure the LEGIBLE form is submitted on time.

District Officers Yearly Form 2026 - 2027 (Due June 10 or immediately following district elections) This form is
due to the Department by June 10. The outgoing and incoming District President should collaborate and make
sure the LEGIBLE form is submitted on time.

Year End DISTRICT Impact Form (Due May 15) District President can compile District Impact (all units added
together) and submit to the Department Secretary by May 15.
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National Executive Committeewoman
(2022-2026)
Susan Hall

It is my pleasure to serve the Department as the elected member to the National Executive Committee (NEC).
Someone asked me recently “what does that mean, NEC”? Here’s the answer:

“The National Executive Committeeperson serves on the National Executive Committee, which is the
governing body of the American Legion Auxiliary between National Conventions (National Constitution &
Bylaws, Article V, Section 1).” My duty is to fulfill the responsibilities of that national governing board and
communicate its actions and expectations to the department (Article IV, Section 3). Because the NEC is part
of the national governing board, the first responsibility is to uphold the national organization’s governing rules
and decisions and to help the department and units maintain compliance with the national organization.

On that note, there have been several updates to the national governing documents with many items
requiring units and departments to automatically update theirs. The item that is of most importance to units
is this:

The national organization specifically states in its constitution, article Il membership Section 6. Membership
can only be offered upon an affirmative vote of the unit members. Unless an alternate procedure is set
forth in the unit bylaws. This section is new and was approved at the national convention in August 2025 and
appears in the national governing documents dated October 2025.

What this means is that every unit that does not have a statement in its bylaws or standing rule that states an
alternate procedure, the unit MUST vote to accept new members. That is the new the default IF the unit
documents are “silent.” If nothing is there and your unit has not been voting to accept new members at unit
meetings with an established quorum, the unit is out of compliance with national.

There is a simple solution to this. Check your governing documents to determine how to amend your bylaws,
follow what it says, and in a unit meeting with a valid quorum following the amendment article, ask your
membership chair to make a motion like: “I move that we add to our unit bylaws this sentence under
membership: ‘The unit will automatically offer membership to persons who apply and who meet the
membership eligibility criteria without an affirmative vote of the unit membership.””

Be careful — the national documents say “unless an alternate procedure is set forth in the unit bylaws.” Sorry, an
easy fix to standing rules is not in compliance since the national document says bylaws.

Until the unit bylaws are properly updated, the unit membership chair should be making a motion each meeting

with a valid quorum something like “I move to accept Name, Name, and Name who have applied, paid, and
provided proper eligibility documentation as members of the unit.” Let me know if you have any questions.
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National Executive Committeewoman, Susan Hall (Continued)

There are more updates to come - the NEC voted on over 200 pages of changes to the national standing rules
recently — | will get a list to you soon, or at the June convention, that applies to units.

The other thing about being an NEC is the training — it is comprehensive and exhaustive. Information for
departments and units that is useful can be found here Governing Board Roles & Responsibilities located on the
department website:

https://www.aladeptga.com/resources/governing-documents

In my years on the GA DEC, | have learned that many of our units and districts, and sometimes even those new
to the DEC, do not fully understand their role on the executive committee. At all levels, the “EC” serves as the
“board of directors” for the entity just like the NEC does for National. Check out the document referenced above
and email or call me if you have questions. It is my duty to help the department and its units.

In closing, if you are a member of a unit, district, department or like me, national executive committee, our
primary responsibility is “to serve as the fiduciary steward of the organization to ensure its financial sufficiency
and organizational integrity through strategy and policy that afford future generations the opportunity to
participate in our mission.”

Service, Not Self
Susan M. Hall
508-944-0791

Suem 66@yahoo.com
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Dr. Joann Meadows
Resolution Chair

LOQK
Important Dates and Information
Resolutions must be in the hands of the Resolutions Chair NO later than June 5, 2026 ( Not just postmarked
June 5, 2026). Mail three copies to : Joann Meadows, Resolutions Chair, 105 Woodridge Dr. NW Woodridge

Estates, Calhoun, GA 30701-9424 and mail one copy to : American Legion Auxiliary Department of Georgia, 3035
Mt. Zion Road, Stockbridge, GA 30281 to arrive NO later than June 5, 2026.

Thank you,
Dr. Joann Meadows

Resolution Chair
Department of Georgia
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June 26-28, 2026

Join us for three days of fun activities, lessons, and exciting games!

Junior Elections will be held on June 27th

Name:

Address:

City/State.Zip:

Phone #:

Unit #:

Registration: $5 per junior

$5 includes Convention & Saturday
Night Event.

For more info Contact:
Trish Lineweaver at (706) 421-0291

Please send registration by June 1, 2026.

Amount Enclosed:

Send Registration To:

Email: secamlegaux@bellsouth.net
Mail: Department Headquarters
3035 Mt. Zion Road
Stockbridge, GA 30281

Hotel Information for Junior Convention
Sonesta Gwinnett Place Atlanta
1775 Pleasant Hill Rd Suite A, Duluth, GA 30096
(770) 923-1775
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Georgia Girls State
April 11, 2026

WEBSITE: www.georgiagirlsstate.org Information for Units and Future Citizens.

+ Georgia Girls State email: georgiagirlsstate@gmail.com for the director, Deedy Harrell
¢ Technical Support email: georgiagirlsstate.tech@gmail.com

Director - Deedy Harrell: 770-337-7997 Call or text
Assistant Director, Gabriele Barnett: Cell 706-951-3906 (call or text) or email: barnettgabriele@hotmail.com
Registrar: Cynthia Orms: (478) 232-4831 georgiagirlsstate.tech@gmail.com

IMPORTANT DATES:

May 1, 2026: Checks for $350.00 per girl due to the Department Headquarters.

May 1, 2026: Application deadline. Will be here before we know it!!

June 7, 2026: Arrival at Girls State between 1:00 and 3:00 PM

June 12, 2026: Graduation at 8:45 AM and departure no later than 1:00 PM

FEE: Checks must be made out to Georgia Girls State and mailed to the Department Headquarters. Send
the fee of $350.00 per girl to the American Legion Auxiliary Department Headquarters, 3035 Mt. Zion Road,
Stockbridge, GA 30281 _no later than May 1, 2026. Call the director for late payments of fees. There are no

refunds. The fee is to be paid by the Unit or Post. To keep the integrity of the Girls State Program, parents nor
family members shall pay the fee for their daughter.

DISTRICTS: Each district is to elect a counselor and pay a $350.00 counselor fee. Please notify the director
upon the election and have the counselor send the director a resume. Even if your district doesn’t elect a
counselor, the fee is still to be paid

Please join the Girls State Booster Club!! Call Pat Morgan (229) 561-4070 for details.

Thanks for all the dedicated members working hard to get the girls prepared for Girls State.

Deedy Harrell, Director

Page 12 of 18


http://www.georgiagirlsstate.org/
mailto:barnettgabriele@hotmail.com
mailto:georgiagirlsstate.tech@gmail.com
http://www.georgiagirlsstate.org/
mailto:barnettgabriele@hotmail.com
mailto:georgiagirlsstate.tech@gmail.com

Georgia On My Mind — Department of Georgia Auxiliary News

April, 2026

Announcements of Candidates for Department Officers for 2020-2027

Heyward Fields
Unit 239
Dahlonega, Georygia
And
Ninth District
Have the honor to present
Pamela J. Eckler
As a candidate for
President
American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Georgia
2026-2027

Unit President
Melanie Eckler

Secretary
Pam Eckler

Unit 536
Fitzgerald, Georgia
And
The 12th District
Have the honor to present
Joyce Jenkins
As a candidate for
1st Vice President
American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Georgia
2026-2027

District President
Gloria Wilcox

District Secretary
Pat Morgab

Unit 172
Warner Robbins, Georgia
And
The 6th District
Have the honor to present
Kelli Mclver
As a candidate for
2nd Vice President
American Legion Auxiliary

Department of Georgia
2026-2027

Unit President
Andrea Price

Secretary
Kimberly James

John Earl Armstrong
Unit 511
Kingsland, Georgia
And
Eighth District
Have the honor to present
Lavette Ray
As a candidate for
Chaplain
American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Georgia
2026-2027

Unit President
Lavette Ray

Secretary
Dwanda Lee
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Announcements of Candidates for Department Officers for 2020-2027
(Continued)

el @
iy B
h,‘,.«i

Unit 111
Dallas, Georgia
And
The Fifth District
Have the honor to present
Cheryl Jackson-Sinkler
As a candidate for the
National Executive Committee
American Legion Auxiliary
Department of Georgia
2026-2027

Unit President

Secretary
Karen Worful

Alyson McLendon

Announcement of National Leadership
Southern Division Chair 2026-2027

Congratulations to Lisa Papp for being selected to serve as the National Leadership Southern
Division Chair for 2026-2027.
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District 9 Family Welcomes Home Fallen Hero
Sergeant First Class Solomon Honored at Repatriation Ceremony

The District 9 family gathered for a poignant repatriation ceremony honoring Sergeant First Class
Solomon, whose sacrifice in the Korean War has never been forgotten. SFC Solomon was killed in
action in 1950, and after decades of uncertainty, his remains were returned to the United States in
2018. The Department Commander and Department President were both present to offer their
support and gratitude to Solomon’s family during this emotional homecoming.

After advanced DNA testing confirmed Solomon’s identity, his family was officially notified,
bringing closure to years of waiting. The ceremony, held at Post 127 in Sugar Hill, drew a crowd of
dignitaries and community members. The General Ambassador from Korea, based in Atlanta,
presented Solomon’s family with a medal recognizing his death in the effort to save South Korea
from Communism. In a moving tribute, the U.S. Army also awarded the Purple Heart to Solomon’s
family, honoring his bravery and sacrifice.

Mayors from Sugar Hill and Suwanee attended, standing alongside local officials and veterans to
pay their respects. The event underscored the enduring bonds between nations and the
importance of honoring those who gave everything for freedom. The District 9 family, together
with the broader community, welcomed SFC Solomon home, ensuring his legacy lives on.
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Upcoming Events & Dates to Note

April 2026
April 1% Unit Obligations & Contributions Due Date
April 5 Easter

April 24™ National Commander’s Visit

May 2026

National Military Appreciation Month

May 1* Reports Due

May 5™ Cinco de Mayo

May 7™ National Day of Prayer

May 8™ Military Spouses’ Appreciation Day
May 10™ Mother’s Day

May 15™ Peace Officers Memorial Day

May 16™ Armed Forces Day

May 25" Memorial Day
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Pre-Order Form

2026-2027 POLO SHIRTS & PINS
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For more information or to submit orders*, please contact:
Pam Eckler ¢ PJEckler@gmail.com ¢ (678) 780-8622

*Make checks payable to ALA Department of Georgia

Orders may be picked up at the June Convention or shipping is available. Items may not be worn until after June 28th.

Is this a consolidated Unit Order?
Will you need your order shipped?

Date Ordered:

[0 VYes
[ VYes

O No
O No

Name:

Unit #:

If “Yes”, please list main point of contact and information
If “Yes”, please add the shipping cost of $3.00 per shirt

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

DEPARTMENT OF

Port Authcrity® Wearever
Signature Pique Polo

GEORGIA

Pam Eckler, President
Dept of Georgia 2026-2027

Lapel Pin

Department of Georgia

2026-2027
Unisex Polo
Product Measurements XS S M L XL 2XL 3XL
CHEST 32-34 35-37 38-40 41-43 44-46 47-49 50-53
CHEST LAYING FLAT 19 201/2 22 231/2 25 261/2 281/2
SLEEVE 185/8 191/8 191/2 20 203/8 207/8 313/8
BODY LENGTH 28 29 30 31 32 33 331/2
Polo S M L XL 2XL 3XL Total
Shirt | $30.00 | $30.00 | $30.00 | $30.00 | $33.00 | $33.00
QTY
. $3.00
Pins Each Total
QTY

TOTAL OF ITEMS ORDERED=

SHIPPING COST=

TOTAL DUE=




	On My Mind
	Department of Georgia  Auxiliary News
	April 2026 Volume 18 Issue 5
	Inside this Issue:

	Gail Ramey  President 2025-2026  Department of Georgia

	Greetings from the President
	Georgia On My Mind – Department of Georgia Auxiliary News
	April, 2026

	Greetings from the President , continued
	This year the Legion is selling ads for the Convention Program. This is to try to offset the cost to the Legion. The plan was to sell enough ads to cover the cost and have extra money to share with the Department. The ad order forms are on the Legion website and will be on the Auxiliary website. The deadline for submitting ads is May 1.
	Commander Michael Schwartz has a fundraiser as well. If he can raise $35,000.00 for his special project, he will shave off his mustache. His project is Georgia Veterans Fund which benefits:
	Georgia VA Hospitals
	Georgia War Veterans Homes
	Please remember Department Officer elections are at the June Convention. If you are interested in running for a Department office, please let me know so we can post it on the Department website.
	As always if you need my help in any way, please don’t hesitate to call, email or text. If I can’t answer my phone, please leave a message and I will get back to you. It is an honor to serve as your Department President.
	Gail Ramey Department President

	Last Chance to Order 2025-2026 Department President Merchandise
	There is still time to order your merchandise to help support the Department President’s Special Project!
	Order Forms is Available at:  ALADeptGA.com
	Port Authority® Ladies
	Silk Touch™ Polo
	Red

	S - XL $    $25 XXL-XXXL  $28
	Lapel Pin Department of Georgia 2025-2026
	$3 Each
	Port Authority® Women's
	Soft Shell Jacket
	Black


	S - XL $ $40 XXL        $42 XXXL      $45
	Page 2 of 18


	First Vice President  Pam Eckler
	Georgia On My Mind – Department of Georgia Auxiliary News
	April, 2026

	First Vice President, Pam Eckler  (Continued)
	Nowhere does it state a Unit President can destroy transfer requests. If your leadership is bullying you, disrespecting you, or telling you false information, you do not have the right leader in place. No one, and I mean no one, should ever feel bullied or disrespected, as we are all volunteers and we do not need to tolerate this behavior. To all the unit leadership reading this, ask yourself why you want to be a leader. If your reasoning is to be a boss, have a title, or to share your Unit’s information with others outside your Unit, you are in the wrong organization!  I realize some of you might find my comments distasteful and that is OK, but my comments are true. Our organization, our Department, Districts and Units will cease to exist if we do not start showing our members kindness and respect. We need to help each other and pick each other up, versus kicking each other when we are down. It is simple if you think about it! There is not one relationship that exists that does not experience some sort of conflict whether it is a friendship, marriage, or business relationship. It takes compromise and listening skills to make any relationship work. So, instead of tearing up a resignation letter, why not ask the person if everything is OK, and see if you can help? In other words, treat people how you would want to be treated until you are given a reason not to do so.
	If we are going to survive, we need to focus on empowering others, acting with integrity, and embracing resilience to drive positive change.
	I look forward to seeing all of you at our Department’s June Convention, so we can make positive changes, celebrate our great accomplishments, AND have some much needed and deserved fun.
	Pam Eckler 1st Vice President/Leadership Chair (670) 780-8622
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	Poppy  Chair Cathey Hedges
	The Poppy Page
	THE REGISTRATION LINK National Poppy Day Virtual 5K can be found on the ALA National Poppy Facebook Page (Click Here).
	Click the Picture for more information


	Interim Secretary Susan Hall
	Interim Secretary, Susan Hall (Continued)
	Unit to do list:
	Please submit the forms on time!

	National Executive Committeewoman (2022-2026) Susan Hall
	National Executive Committeewoman, Susan Hall (Continued)
	https://www.aladeptga.com/resources/governing-documents

	Dr. Joann Meadows Resolution Chair
	Important Dates and Information
	American Legion Department of Georgia

	Junior Convention
	June 26-28, 2026
	Junior Elections will be held on June 27th
	Address:
	City/State.Zip:
	Phone #:
	Unit #:
	Amount Enclosed:
	Registration: $5 per junior
	$5 includes Convention & Saturday Night Event.  Please send registration by June 1, 2026. For more info Contact:  Trish Lineweaver at (706) 421-0291

	Send Registration To:


	IMPORTANT DATES:
	District 9 Family Welcomes Home Fallen Hero Sergeant First Class Solomon Honored at Repatriation Ceremony
	The District 9 family gathered for a poignant repatriation ceremony honoring Sergeant First Class Solomon, whose sacrifice in the Korean War has never been forgotten. SFC Solomon was killed in action in 1950, and after decades of uncertainty, his remains were returned to the United States in 2018. The Department Commander and Department President were both present to offer their support and gratitude to Solomon’s family during this emotional homecoming.
	After advanced DNA testing confirmed Solomon’s identity, his family was officially notified, bringing closure to years of waiting. The ceremony, held at Post 127 in Sugar Hill, drew a crowd of dignitaries and community members. The General Ambassador from Korea, based in Atlanta, presented Solomon's family with a medal recognizing his death in the effort to save South Korea from Communism. In a moving tribute, the U.S. Army also awarded the Purple Heart to Solomon’s family, honoring his bravery and sacrifice.
	Mayors from Sugar Hill and Suwanee attended, standing alongside local officials and veterans to pay their respects. The event underscored the enduring bonds between nations and the importance of honoring those who gave everything for freedom. The District 9 family, together with the broader community, welcomed SFC Solomon home, ensuring his legacy lives on.

	Upcoming Events & Dates to Note
	April 2026
	May 2026

	2026-2027  Department President Merchandise Pre-Order Form
	2026-2027 POLO SHIRTS & PINS
	For more information or to submit orders*, please contact: Pam Eckler • PJEckler@gmail.com • (678) 780-8622

	*Make checks payable to ALA Department of Georgia
	Orders may be picked up at the June Convention or shipping is available.  Items may not be worn until after June 28th.
	XS
	XL
	2XL
	3XL
	CHEST
	CHEST LAYING FLAT
	SLEEVE
	BODY LENGTH
	S $30.00
	M $30.00
	L $30.00
	XL $30.00
	2XL $33.00
	3XL $33.00

	QTY
	QTY
	TOTAL OF ITEMS ORDERED=
	SHIPPING COST=
	TOTAL DUE=




